Second Scientific support plan for a sustainable development policy

Marine projects: 1st data management meeting

March 16th, 2004, at MUMM

Draft report of the meeting

1. F. Monteny opened the meeting on behalf of the Belgian Science Policy. After introducing the key concepts of the 2nd scientific support plan for a sustainable development policy, he explained the terms of reference set by the Federal Science Policy for the data management of the marine projects within the programme. In this frame the Federal Science Policy contracted the data management group of MUMM  to play the role of the reference data centre, as it was during the first plan. Continuity will be ensured and expertise strengthened.

2. S. Scory, co–ordinator of the Belgian Marine Data Centre, welcomed the participants on behalf of MUMM and, in particular, of its data management group. He then presented the major activities of the BMDC and the general philosophy behind them. As key points it should be noted that the BMDC is a permanent service devoted to address the needs of general and targeted publics with respect to marine and oceanographic data. Amongst these “targets”, the Belgian scientific community is the first one, of course. The BMDC is active both at the national and the international levels, either as project (or programme) data manager or as co–ordinator or national focal point
. Members of the BMDC also represent Belgium in several official fora. The BMDC is one
 of the designated Belgian national oceanographic data centres, in the frame of the IODE programme of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission. 

3. The BMDC developed several tools and products that are made freely available on the Internet (http://www.mumm.ac.be/datacentre/): online query of data, inventories, visualisation and mapping tools, etc.. These various tools were demonstrated by the members of the BMDC–team: K. De Cauwer, M. Devolder, S. Jans & A. Meerhaeghe. It was also the opportunity then to recall the four axes along which the BMDC develops its work: validation, conservation, visualisation and valorisation.

4. The various marine projects financed in the frame of SPSD II were shortly described by their representatives, especially with respect to the data management aspects. Projects will have their data managed either at the project (laboratory) level, some will have it managed at the “network” level. In the latter case, many network designated the VLIZ to act as programme data manager. The BMDC–team will interact with the designated data managers. Some projects won’t generate any ‘fresh’ data. In order to give the BMDC a better idea of what will be made available, an information sheet is circulated that has to be filled in for each project.

5. In order to help in the data transfer a ‘common lay–out’ has been prepared by the BMDC and adapted to the various known needs. Accordingly, some ‘Guidelines for data documentation and reporting’ have been set–up. The BMDC gave an overview of these documents, which will remain ‘open for comments’ till the next effective data transfer.

6. Due to the delay in launching the data management activity for the programme itself, the first contractual deadline for reporting the data is shifted till the end of June 2004.

7. The next meeting will take place during the Fall 2004, more as a “Users committee” meeting. The BMDC is open to comments and suggestions about the content and the practical organisation of that meeting.

Closure of the meeting at 1 p.m.
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� E.g. for datasets (EDMED) and projects (EDMERP) inventories in the frame of the EU–network “Sea–Search”.


� With the VMDC.





